Toll free call in number! (844) 855-4444, access code 654132# (conference call only)
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4182893102 Meeting ID: 418 289 3102
To call in to zoom worship: Dial by your location +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Worship will also be connected through Facebook Live

i COF Worship, November 8, 2020 10:30 am

Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship and Prayer of Approach
: L: This is the day that the Lord has made!
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

L: Who do we serve and who do we love?
P: We love and serve the Lord, our God.

Let us pray: O God, your blessed Son came into the world that he might
destroy the works of evil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life. Grant that,
having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with
power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever; and help us to pray
as he taught us: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. presbyterian Church. Book of
Common Worship (p. 20, p.392). Presbyterian Publishing. Kindle Edition.

Song Come, Christians, Join to Sing (150)

Come, Christians join to sing, Alleluia, Amen!

Loud praise to Christ our King, Alleluia, Amen!

Let all with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice
Praise is his gracious choice; Alleluia! Amen!

Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia, Amen!

Let praises fill the sky, Alleluia! Amen!

He is our guide and friend; to us he’ll condescend;
His love shall never end; Alleluia! Amen.

Praise yet our Christ again; Alleluia! Amen!

Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen!

On heaven’s blissful shore his goodness we’ll adore,
Singing forever more; Alleluia! Amen!


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4182893102

Call to Confession

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; yet we are justified by the gift of God’s grace
through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our sins
and ask your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with
you, our God. Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion,
cleanse us from our sin. Do not cast us away from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit
from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.
(moment of silence.) Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship (p. 56, 59). Presbyterian Publishing. Kindle Edition.

Assurance of Pardon

As God hears our confessions,

may we hear God say in return:

| forgive you,

I love you always,

And I am with you.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

Response of Praise Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be
World without end. Amen, amen.

Special Music

Prayer for lllumination

Listen to the Word

Listen to the word that God has spoken
Listen to the one who is close at hand
Listen to the voice that began creation
Listen even if you don’t understand

Scripture | Thessalonians 4:13-18 '°But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and
sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. '“For
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have died. '>For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. '6For the Lord
himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. "7”Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the
Lord forever. '8Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Hymn Rejoice! Rejoice Believers (15)



Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear
The evening is advancing and darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising ad soon he will draw nigh;
Up, watch with expectation, at midnight comes the cry.

See that your lams are burning, replenish them with oil;
Look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil.

The marriage feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand;
Arise, O heirs of glory, the bridegroom is at hand!

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus now appear;

Arise, thou sun so longed for, above this shadowed sphere!
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption, and ever be with thee!

Scripture Matthew 25:1-13 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. *When
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” “Then all those bridesmaids got
up and trimmed their lamps. ¢The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.’ °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’” 1°And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. ""Later the
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” "?But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not
know you.’” '3Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Sermon
Affirmation of Faith From “A Brief Statement of Faith” PCUSA

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and
serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to
hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and
peace.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to
live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,
“Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place we rejoice that nothing can separate us from God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship (p. 86-88). Presbyterian Publishing. Kindle Edition.

Offering Prayer Thank you to all who continue to give!

We give thanks to you, O Lord our God, each one of us with our whole heart, and also with the whole
heart of this community of faith. For the gifts you have given to us we will glorify your name forever.
Accept our offering today, of heart, of love, of time, talents and financial resources and lead us to use
them with care and boldness, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.



Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People

Song: Song of Hope (432)

May the God of hope be with us every day

Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.

May the God of justice speed us on our way,

Bringing light and hope to every land and race.

Praying, let us work for peace, singing, share our joy with all,
Working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call.

Charge and Benediction



