
 
To Connect: Go to the Community of Faith Facebook page,                                                        

connect to zoom at https://zoom.us/j/4182893102
or dial in at 978-990-5000, access code 654132#

 
COF Worship, Sunday, April 12, 2020

Easter Sunday
 
Opening Music ​ ​
Lighting of the Christ Candle
 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer
L: Do not be afraid! Jesus is risen!
P: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Let us pray: Brightness of God’s glory, and exact image of God’s person, whom death could not
conquer nor the tomb imprison, as you have shared our frailty in human flesh, help us to share
your immortality in the Spirit. Let no shadow of the grave terrify us, and no fear of darkness
turn our hearts from you. Reveal yourself to us this day and all our days, as the first and the
last, the Living One, our immortal Savior and Lord. Hear us as we pray as Christ taught us: Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
 
Hymn  Jesus Christ is Risen Today!
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!
 
But the pain which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation hath procured, Alleluia!
Now above the sky He's king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia!
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia!
Praise Him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!
 
Call to Confession
Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for
righteousness. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.    Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship (p. 319).
Presbyterian Publishing. Kindle Edition.
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                    Almighty
God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death. We confess
that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook the
poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,



and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive
us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that we
may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Presbyterian Church. Book of Common

Worship (p. 320). (Moment of silence.)
 
Hear the good news of God’s promise: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.   Everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.I declare that, in the name of Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen!
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen.

 
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above, you heavenly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Passing of the peace: the peace of Christ be with you all! And also with you!
Please share the peace by texting someone, or by typing into the comment box, or both!

​ ​
Prayer for Illumination
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by your
Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship (p. 320). Presbyterian Publishing. Kindle Edition.

 
Scripture Colossians 3:1-4, 11
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with him in glory…11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
 
Hymn ​Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the Risen Lord,

​  Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name
Jesus is Lord of all the earth,
He is the King of Creation
 
Refrain
Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
Jesus has died and has risen
 
Refrain
We have been crucified with Christ
Now we shall live forever
 
Refrain
Come let us praise the living God
Joyfully sing to our savior
 
Refrain
 
Gospel  Matthew 28:1-10
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who



was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he
lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the
tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and
said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
 
Meditation
Affirmation of Faith—Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering
Joys and Concerns—please type into the comments box on the lower right hand sign of the
screen, or speak them out loud if you’re on the conference call.                                                              
A Celebration of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you… And also with you
Lift up your hearts…We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God… It is right to give our thanks and praise
 
Holy holy holy, is the Lord of Hosts (2x)
The whole world is full of God’s glory(2x)
Holy is the Lord!
 
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
 
 
 
 
Song Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Op’ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Singing bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
 
Thou art giving and forgiving,



Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.
 
Mortals, join the happy chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning o’er us,
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us Sunward
In the triumph song of life.

 
Charge and Benediction


