
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                               

   

                      

 

 

 

 

 

everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. 11At that very moment three 
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived 
at the house where we were. 12The 
Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and 
us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the 
man’s house. 13He told us how he had 
seen the angel standing in his house 
and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring 
Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give 
you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ 15And as 
I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. 16And I remembered the word 
of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then 
God gave them the same gift that he 
gave us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
hinder God?” 18When they heard this, 
they were silenced. And they praised 
God, saying, “Then God has given even 
to the Gentiles the repentance that 
leads to life.” 

Sermon          Peter Hawisher-Faul 

Responding to the Word 
 
Affirmation of  Faith 
L: Our Easter affirmation is this: Christ is 
risen! Alleluia!  
R: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 

The Body of Christ 

 

Offering 
Prayer, Offertory Music    

Response  Glory Be to the Father             

                                                   #577 

Sharing of  Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of  the People 
God of compassion, hear our prayers 
for the world you love…  (moment of 
silence)  
Eternal God, ruler of all things in 
heaven and earth, accept the prayers of 
your people, and strengthen us to do 
your will; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Going Into the World 

+Hymn   We are the Body of Christ     
    STF2227 

+Charge and Benediction 
+Postlude 
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Response  Alleluia, Alleluia, Give 
Thanks (refrain only)   #106 

 

+Passing of  the Peace 

L: As God has forgiven us in Christ, let 
us forgive one another: the peace of 
Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 

Anthem God Gives Us a Future with 
Hope - Choplin 

 
Hearing the Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by 
the power of your Holy Spirit, that as 
the Scriptures are read and your 
Word is proclaimed, we may hear 
with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading  John 13:31-35  
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, 
“Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews 
so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. 35By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
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Leader reads plain type, Congregation reads bold 

type 

  

disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

Hymn  Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your  
   Love   #367 

Second Reading Acts 11:1-18 
Now the apostles and the believers who 
were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also accepted the word of God. 2So 
when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, 
3saying, “Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 
4Then Peter began to explain it to them, 
step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw 
a vision. There was something like a 
large sheet coming down from heaven, 
being lowered by its four corners; and it 
came close to me. 6As I looked at it 
closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the 
air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing 
profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice 
answered from heaven, ‘What God has 
made clean, you must not call profane.’ 
10This happened three times; then 

Preparing Ourselves 

Prelude 
Welcome 
 
+Call to Worship  
L: This is our new commandment in 
Christ:  
P: As Jesus loves us, let us love one 
another. 
L: We show our love through worship 
and praise 
P: Let us worship God together. 
 
Let us pray:  O God, form the minds of 
your faithful people into a single will. 
Make us love what you command and 
desire what you promise, that, amid 
all the changes of this world, our 
hearts may be fixed where true joy is 
found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who taught us to pray together: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever.   Amen. 

+Hymn Sing a New Song to the Lord   

     STF2045 

Call to Confession 
We come before God not as despised 
sinners, but as beloved children. With 
the confidence of children of God, let us 
humbly confess our sin. 

Prayer of  Confession 
Holy and merciful God, in your 
presence we confess our failure to 
be what you created us to be. You 
alone know how often we have 
sinned in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, in forgetting 
your love. By your loving mercy, help 
us to live in your light and abide in 
your ways, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. (moment of 
silence.) 

 
L: Listen, so that you may live: the 
steadfast love of the Lord never fails. 
Let us rejoice, for in Jesus Christ we are 
all forgiven!  
P: In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 

 

How does loving others 

reveal our faith in Christ? 

What was the meaning of 

Peter’s vision in Acts 11? 


