have wealth to enter the kingdom of
God!” 24 And the disciples were
perplexed at these words. But Jesus
said to them again, “Children, how hard
it is[b] to enter the kingdom of God! 25
It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for someone who
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26
They were greatly astounded and said
to one another “Then who can be
saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and
said, “For mortals it is impossible, but
not for God; for God all things are
possible.” 28 Peter began to say to him,
“‘Look, we have left everything and
followed you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly |
tell you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or fields, for my
sake and for the sake of the good
news,[d] 30 who will not receive a
hundredfold now in this age—houses,
brothers and sisters, mothers and
children, and fields, with persecutions—
and in the age to come eternal life. 31
But many who are first will be last, and
the last will be first.”

Sermon Living the Good Life
Rev. Chris White

Responding in Faith
Affirmation of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we

trust in the one triune God, the Holy
One of Israel, whom alone we
worship and serve. We trust in Jesus
Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus
proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and
release to the captives, teaching by
word and deed and blessing the
children, healing the sick and binding
up the brokenhearted, eating with
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and
calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. In gratitude to God,
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to
serve Christ in our daily tasks and to
live holy and joyful lives, even as we
watch for God’s new heaven and new
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and
place, we rejoice that nothing in life
or in death can separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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+Stand as you are able
Leader reads plain type, Congregation reads bold

Preparing Ourselves

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Christ candle

+Call to Worship and Opening

Prayer

L: God created the heavens and the
earth and gave them to us to use and
enjoy.

P: God sent Jesus Christ to save us
and show us how to live Godly lives.
L: Everything that fills our souls with
gladness and light is a gift of the loving
Creator.

P: Let us worship the God who
entrusts us with an amazing array of
riches.

Let us pray: Grant us the wisdom,
Lord, to pursue a holy life over a
worldly one. Help us to not be lured
by fleeting fame and fortune but
instead to set our eyes on you alone.
Accept this time of worship as a
thankful response to all you have
given us. We dare to ask this through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us
to pray together: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name. Your

kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

+Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth
#A473

Call to Confession

The proof of God’s amazing love is this:
While we were sinners Christ died for
us. Because we have faith in him, we
dare to approach God with confidence.

Prayer of Confession

Let us pray: You alone are holy, O
God, you alone are good. We want to
let go of our love of worldly goods
and our desire for power, but we are
not able to save ourselves from the
greed that is in us and around us. We
need you, for we know that with you,
Gracious God, all things are
possible. Trusting in your goodness,
we ask that you turn our hearts and
our minds toward you, so we might
gratefully serve you fully. We ask this
in the holy name of Jesus. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness

L: Anyone who is in Christ is a new
creation. The old life is gone, a new one
has begun. Friends, know that you are
forgiven, and be at peace.

P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

The Peace

L: Be kind to one another, and
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ has forgiven you. The
peace of Christ be with you all!

P: And also with you.

Anthem

Hearing the Word

Prayer for lllumination

Reveal to us your Word, O God, living
and active in our world by the power
of your Holy Spirit. Let your message
pierce our hearts and open our minds,
dividing good from evil, truth from
falsehood, life from death; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Living for Jesus

Scripture

Hebrews 4:12-16 *? Indeed, the word of
God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing until it divides
soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is
able to judge the thoughts and intentions
of the heart. 13 And before him no
creature is hidden, but all are naked

and laid bare to the eyes of the one to
whom we must render an

account.** Since, then, we have a great
high priest who has passed through the

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let
us hold fast to our confession. ° For
we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who in
every respect has been tested as we
are, yet without sin. 16 Let us
therefore approach the throne of
grace with boldness, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help
in time of need.

Hymn More Precious Than Silver
STF2065

Mark 10:17-31 As he was setting out
on a journey, a man ran up and knelt
before him, and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must | do to inherit
eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to him,
“‘Why do you call me good? No one is
good but God alone. 19 You know
the commandments: “You shall not
murder; You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not steal; You
shall not bear false witness; You shall
not defraud; Honor your father and
mother.” 20 He said to him,
“Teacher, | have kept all these since
my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him,
loved him and said, “You lack one
thing; go, sell what you own, and give
the money][a] to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.” 22 When he heard this,
he was shocked and went away
grieving, for he had many
possessions. 23 Then Jesus looked
around and said to his disciples,
“How hard it will be for those who



