hell. 4’And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to
enter the kingdom of God with one eye
than to have two eyes and to be thrown
into hell, “where their worm never dies,
and the fire is never quenched. 4*‘For
everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt
is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one
another.”

Sermon Rev. Sharon Carter

Responding in Faith
Affirmation of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we
trust in the one triune God, the Holy
One of Israel, whom alone we
worship and serve. We trust in Jesus
Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus
proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives, teaching
by word and deed and blessing the
children, healing the sick and
binding up the brokenhearted, eating
with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and
calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. In gratitude to God,
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to
serve Christ in our daily tasks and to
live holy and joyful lives, even as we
watch for God’s new heaven and
new earth, praying, “Come, Lord
Jesus!” With believers in every time

Notes

and place, we rejoice that nothing in
life or in death can separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

The Service of Giving
Prayer of Dedication  Offering Music

+Song Glory Be to the Father #577

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People

Let us pray: (prayers are given; silence
is kept.)

God of compassion, you have given us
Jesus Christ, the great physician, who
made the broken whole and healed the
sick. Touch our wounds, relieve our
hurts, and restore us to wholeness of
life, through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

Going into the World

+Hymn Make Me a Channel of Your
Peace STF2171

Congregational Meeting
To dismiss the 2017-18 Nominating
Committee and select a 2018-19
Nominating Committee
+Charge and Benediction
+Postlude

Liturgy today is from the Book of
Commom Worship, 2018 Westminster
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+Stand as you are able

Leader reads plain type, Congregation reads bold

Preparing Ourselves

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Christ candle

+Call to Worship and Opening

Prayer

L: O sing to the Lord a new song;

P: Sing to the Lord, all the earth.

L: Sing and give praise to God’s name;
P: Tell the good news of salvation
from day to day.

Let us pray: Teach us, Lord, not to be
anxious about earthly cares, but to
love that which is above, and even
now, while we live among transient
things, to hold fast to those things
that shall endure; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who taught us to
pray together: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

+Hymn Sing a New Song to the Lord
STF 2045

Call to Confession

The proof of God’s amazing love is this:
While we were sinners Christ died for
us. Because we have faith in him, we
dare to approach God with confidence.

Prayer of Confession

Let us pray: Holy and merciful God, in
your presence we confess our failure
to be what you created us to be. You
alone know how often we have
sinned in wandering from your ways,
in wasting your gifts, in forgetting
your love. By your loving mercy, help
us to live in your light and abide in
your ways, for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Savior. (moment of
silence.)

Assurance of Forgiveness

L: Anyone who is in Christ is a new
creation. The old life is gone, a new one

What does James suggest we
should do if we are suffering?
Cheerful? Sick? If we have sinned?

In Mark, what does the image of
salt make you think of? What does
it mean for followers of Christ?

has begun. Friends, know that you are
forgiven, and be at peace.

P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Song Spirit of the Living God #322

The Peace

L: Be kind to one another, and
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ has forgiven you. The
peace of Christ be with you all!

P: And also with you.

Anthem  Sweet Harmony - Rainey

Hearing the Word
Prayer for lllumination

Scripture

James 5:13-20 *Are any among you
suffering? They should pray. Are any
cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. “Are any among you sick? They
should call for the elders of the church
and have them pray over them, anointing
them with oil in the name of the Lord.
=The prayer of faith will save the sick,
and the Lord will raise them up; and
anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven. “Therefore confess your sins to
one another, and pray for one another,
so that you may be healed. The prayer of
the righteous is powerful and effective.
vElijah was a human being like us, and
he prayed fervently that it might not rain,
and for three years and six months it did
not rain on the earth. *Then he prayed

again, and the heaven gave rain and
the earth yielded its harvest. “My
brothers and sisters, if anyone among
you wanders from the truth and is
brought back by another, 2you should
know that whoever brings back a
sinner from wandering will save the
sinner’s soul from death and will cover
a multitude of sins.

Hymn Seek Ye First #333
Mark 9:38-50 38John said to him,
“Teacher, we saw someone casting out
demons in your name, and we tried to
stop him, because he was not following
us.” 3°But Jesus said, “Do not stop him;
for no one who does a deed of power
in my name will be able soon afterward
to speak evil of me. “°Whoever is not
against us is for us. 4*For truly | tell
you, whoever gives you a cup of water
to drink because you bear the name of
Christ will by no means lose the
reward.

42“If any of you put a stumbling block
before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you
if a great millstone were hung around
your neck and you were thrown into the
sea. *3If your hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to
enter life maimed than to have two
hands and to go to hell, to the
unquenchabile fire. °*And if your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is
better for you to enter life lame than to
have two feet and to be thrown into



