them not to tell anyone about him.
31Then he began to teach them that the
Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders,
the chief priests, and the scribes, and
be killed, and after three days rise
again. *?He said all this quite openly.
And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. **But turning and looking at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.” **He
called the crowd with his disciples, and
said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me.
%For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. *°For what will it
profit them to gain the whole world and
forfeit their life? */Indeed, what can they
give in return for their life? **Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of
them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of
his Father with the holy angels.”

Sermon Rev. Sharon Carter

Responding in Faith
Affirmation of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, we
trust in the one triune God, the Holy
One of Israel, whom alone we

Notes

worship and serve. We trust in Jesus
Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus
proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and
release to the captives, teaching by
word and deed and blessing the
children, healing the sick and binding
up the brokenhearted, eating with
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and
calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. In gratitude to God,
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to
serve Christ in our daily tasks and to
live holy and joyful lives, even as we
watch for God’s new heaven and new
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and
place, we rejoice that nothing in life
or in death can separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Service of Giving
Prayer of Dedication  Offering Music

+Song Glory Be to the Father #577

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People

Going into the World
+Hymn Shalom Chaverim!  #537
+Charge and Benediction
+Postlude
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+Stand as you are able
Leader reads plain type, Congregation reads bold

Preparing Ourselves

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Christ candle

+Call to Worship and Opening

Prayer

L: O come, let us sing to the Lord and
shout with joy to the rock of our
salvation!

P: Let us come into God’s presence
with thanksgiving, singing joyful
songs of praise!

Let us pray: Creating God, as we
worship you today with our hearts,
minds and voices, may our music
and prayers, spoken words and
thoughts be pleasing to you. May we
feel your presence among us and
within us and find the holy place in
ourselves in which you reside. We
pray this in the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, who taught us to pray
together: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

+Hymn The Heavens Above Declare
God’s Praise #166

Call to Confession

The proof of God’s amazing love is this:
While we were sinners Christ died for
us. Because we have faith in him, we
dare to approach God with confidence.

Prayer of Confession

Let us pray: We are guilty, O God, of
many things; we have not loved you
with our whole being, giving
ourselves to you completely; and we
have not loved our neighbors as we
love ourselves. We are indifferent to
the poor and disdainful of the meek.
We protect ourselves at the expense
of others. Have mercy on us, O God,
and lead us to grow in faith and as
active participants with you in
creating a just and holy society for
all. (moment of silence.)
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Assurance of Forgiveness

L: Anyone who is in Christ is a new
creation. The old life is gone, a new one
has begun. Friends, know that you are
forgiven, and be at peace.

P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Song Spirit of the Living God #322

The Peace

L: Be kind to one another, and
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ has forgiven you. The
peace of Christ be with you all!

P: And also with you.

Anthem

Hearing the Word

Prayer for lllumination

God of abundant life, your grace is our
daily bread. Nourish us by your Word
and fill us with your Spirit so that we
may grow in faith and love. Amen.

Scripture

James 3:1-12 Not many of you should
become teachers, my brothers and
sisters, for you know that we who teach
will be judged with greater strictness.
’For all of us make many mistakes.
Anyone who makes no mistakes in
speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. °If we
put bits into the mouths of horses to
make them obey us, we guide their
whole bodies. “Or look at ships: though
they are so large that it takes strong
winds to drive them, yet they are guided
by a very small rudder wherever the will

of the pilot directs. °So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it
boasts of great exploits. How great a
forest is set ablaze by a small fire!
5And the tongue is a fire. The tongue
is placed among our members as a
world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature,
and is itself set on fire by hell. "For
every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, ®but no one can
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full
of deadly poison. “With it we bless
the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the
likeness of God. ‘°From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing.
My brothers and sisters, this ought
not to be so. ‘'Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both
fresh and brackish water? *’Can a fig
tree, my brothers and sisters, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more
can salt water yield fresh.

Hymn Be Thou My Vision #339

Mark 8:27-38 ?’/Jesus went on with
his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that | am?” And they answered
him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” “°He asked them, “But
who do you say that | am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the
Messiah.” *°And he sternly ordered



