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         Note from the Pastor 

   

It is the middle of Lent and the 

beginning of spring. Lent, Easter 

and Spring are always connected 

on the calendar as well as theo-

logically or spiritually. Spring is a 

time of rebirth in nature, a time 

when trees become green again, 

flowers bloom, the weather 

warms and many animals give 

birth. Of course, Easter is the 

Christian celebration of the new 

life represented in the resurrect-

ed Christ—new life that we can 

participate in through our faith in 

him. 

But what does it mean to partici-

pate in that new life? As Presby-

terians, participants in the Re-

formed Tradition, we recognize 

the inherent sinfulness of human 

beings. Now, I think many of us 

tend to feel judged when the idea 

of sinfulness comes up—judged, 

defensive, self-protective. Many of 

us have experienced preachers 

who overemphasize the sinfulness 

of our human nature and lean 

heavily on the fire and brimstone 

image of the hell we will end up 

in if we don’t curb our sinful 

ways. Sin is usually depicted as 

specific acts that we do that are 

wrong—from the 10 Command-

ments acts like adultery and 

stealing; but even drinking, 

dancing, shopping on Sunday 

and so forth have at times been 

portrayed as sinful.  

The thing is, it is helpful in un-

derstanding sin to look behind 

the individual acts to how it af-

fects other individuals as well as 

our communities. Having a drink 

isn’t a bad thing in itself; howev-

er, when drinking becomes out of 

control and we spend an inordi-

nate amount of money on alco-

hol, or we become violent and 

harm our spouse, or we drive un-

der the influence and wreck, that 

perhaps is sinful behavior. 
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There is Good News, however. Through 

our faith in Christ we share in the new 

life of his resurrection; not only do we 

have an example of how to live but we 

have the assurance of God’s grace when 

we do err. When we become a part of the 

body of Christ we may not be perfect, we 

may not be able to avoid sinning alto-

gether, but our lives are changed and we 

begin to bear the fruit of the spirit, fruit 

of new life, fruit of springtime. Fruit 

borne of the Easter story.  

Peace,  Rev. Sharon  

 Note from the Pastr, continued 

Janet Stadtmiller is collecting small trin-

kets to embellish fidget quilts.  Martha 

Ann makes the quilts for memory care 

units in Northern Kentucky and St. E’s 

hospice.  She is looking for items such as 

scarf-slides, buckles (belt) shirts (collars, 

cuffs, buttons) puzzle pieces, decks of cards 

(regular, old maid, flash cards) gloves, em-

broidery floss, thimbles, little key chains, 

luggage tags, zippers, yarn, fabric, buttons 

(bright colors welcome!) small stuffed ani-

mals, jewelry (broken or complete) neck 

ties (any size) noise-makers, pieces of em-

broidery work (doilies, knitted or  

crocheted) curlers, little change purses, 

keys, fishing lures and bobbers, iron on 

patches of any kind, pieces of fringe, greet-

ing cards that play music, ribbon, small 

plastic toys, plastic practice golf balls, quilt-

ed fabric, jeans (any size), rick-rack, any 

craft items left from projects. If you have 

any of these items taking up space in your 

house, please bring them to church and 

leave them in the box in the glass hallway.  

Thank you!   

Fidget Blankets for Alzheimer patients                                                                            

Thanks to everyone who contributed to our Nicaragua Water Projects fund-

raiser. You gave: $1,450  just for water, and through giving to the Missions fund 

as part of your regular offering throughout 2016, another  $705 was taken for 

general Nicaragua mission causes. These include Los Quinchos, the ministry to 

street kids in Managua; the Sewing Cooperative in Las Azucenas; the theologi-

cal school, which trains ministers, out of San Carlos; and Communidad Connect, 

which offers youth soccer, water systems, and environmental training in San Juan del Sur 

and elsewhere in the country.    You people are awesome givers to good causes!   

                       Thanks from Bill, Dan, and Dawn – the 2017 Ductape Delegation 

2017 Nicaragua Water Project 
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March Birthdays          

Nancy Ziegler, Betty Murphy, Shirley Weigel, 

Ruth & John Roeber, The McDermott Family, 

Howard Story, Donna Kreicker, Johanna  

Willis, Nita Kleier, Inky Hall, David Weitzel, 

Jean Jennings’ Family, Emille Walden, Joanna 

Bailey & family, Mary Lee Harrison, Deborah 

Grover,  Margaret Meyer, Kittie Dupps, Anji 

Hurt & family, and Richard Lindsay & family.   

Alan Jaeger  1st 

Joanna Bailey  8th 

Justin Brown  28th 

William Lindsay 29th 

March Anniversaries 

Stephen and Sandi Brown        March 13            41 years 

Cecil and Kathleen Hamilton    March 28             34 years 

We have no April Anniversaries that we know of.   

April Birthdays          

Courtney Brown  4th 

Jo Shade   5th 

Martha Bennett  10th 

John Mehl   17th 

Eric Dupps   21st 

Jack Kleier   24th 

David Weitzel   25th 

Amanda VanGordon  28th 

Robert Carlin   29th 

Christian and Barbara  Addison have a new member of the 

family! Sebastian Addison was born March 3 and weighed in 

at 7.7 lbs. Mom and baby are doing well. Please pray for the 

Addison family as they welcome their new son and brother! 
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Mission at Work                                             by: Jack Kleier 

It is the period of Lent and of course 

the Easter Season. A time to reflect 

on what God has given us and the 

sacrifice made on our behalf. We 

won’t be talking about Easter Eggs, 

chocolate or marshmallow. We will 

talk about what Christ calls us to do, 

and that includes welcoming 

strangers. The nation is divided on 

this issue and yet the Bible tell us, 

how we should make strangers wel-

come in our communities. Abraham, 

even while living in a tent in the de-

sert saw strangers approaching and 

laid out the welcome mat. Sodom and 

Gomorrah is about not welcoming 

strangers. Jesus, Joseph, and Mary 

fled to Egypt to save Christ’s life and 

were strangers in the land. We also 

read stories of sharing what you have 

with strangers and the poor and wid-

ows. The New Testament has many 

stories of beggars and generally how 

we should treat them. 

Too often we, as a nation, do not wel-

come strangers openly. We have a 

fear they will come and take our jobs 

or make our neighborhoods unsafe. 

Most of these ideas are also driven by 

fear. Our country is a nation built on 

and by strangers. Most of us are 

strangers in this land. 

When we consider all of this, we come 

to what doing mission is all about. 

We, as Christians are called to reach 

out to strangers and offer hope and 

help. When we give to ONGHS, we 

are doing just that. We really don’t 

know who our gift helps, it is given to 

strangers. We generally don’t ques-

tion that gift. Is it being well spent? 

Do the people who receive it really 

need it? We give by faith and allow 

God to do the rest. They may be 

strangers that we don’t know, but the 

one thing we do know is they are chil-

dren of God, just like you and I. 

During this Easter Season and espe-

cially during Lent and even beyond, 

let’s not get caught up in this climate 

of mistrust of strangers, but instead 

get caught up in the love of Jesus 

Christ and God, and reach out and 

welcome the stranger. We an also 

help them through our gift to OGHS. 

Easter Blessings. 

We will be making palm crosses on Saturday, April 8, at 10am  

Everyone is welcome to participate.  Please mark your calendar. 
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Your Presbytery Link  

Highlights of the presbytery meeting  

February 25, 2017  

at Heritage Presbyterian Church 

WORSHIP occurred throughout the meeting. 

General Presbyter Nancy Kahaian’s sermon 

emphasized taking responsibility for one’s own 

actions. She and Kelsey Hawisher-Faul 

(associate pastor, Heritage) presided at the 

Lord’s Supper. The One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering was collected. 

The presbytery took these ACTIONS.    

DISMISSED commissions that installed   

Kelsey Hawisher-Faul (associate pastor, Herit-

age)Shawn Barkley (pastor, Crestview) 

AUTHORIZED the renewal of a lease between 

the Presbyterian Church of Wyoming and New 

Life Covenant Cincinnati Church  

AMENDED the presbytery sexual misconduct 

policy to require boundaries training for teach-

ing elders working with congregations and for 

ruling elders commissioned to pastoral service 

APPROVED changes in call:   

Timothy McQuade to associate pastor, Syca-

more 

Troy Bronsink to stated supply, Bond Hill 

David Choate to interim pastor, BataviaJunie 

Ewing to interim associate pastor, Mt. Wash-

ington 

Barb Tesorero to member-at-large upon the 

completion of her service as interim pastor, Mt. 

Auburn 

COMMISSIONED John Robson as commis-

sioned ruling elder, Winchester 

APPOINTED moderators: Bobbie Bella, Hart-

well; James Goff, Winchester; Kevin Murphy, 

Mt. Auburn 

DESIGNATED teaching elders as honorably 

retired: Mary Gene Boteler, effective March 31; 

Dawne Sarchet, effective May 15 

VOTED “YES” on proposed amendments to 

the PCUSA Constitution that, if passed by 

a majority of presbyteries, would change 

terminology from “teaching elder” to 

“minister of the Word and Sacrament” and 

from “ruling elder commissioned to pastoral 

service” to “commissioned pastor (or com-

missioned ruling elder).” 

APPOINTED an “Evaluate and Imagine 

Team” to evaluate and assess the presby-

tery’s current operational ministry and mis-

sion processes. Members are  

Lisa Allgood (ruling elder, Covenant-First), 

Bill Bogdan (ruling elder, Mt. Auburn), 

Bobbie Bella (pastor, Pleasant Run), 

Jim Goff (pastor, Williamsburg), 

Patricia Martin (ruling elder, Winton 

Hills), 

 Jill Moormann (Knox), 

Tyler Pettigrew (pastor, West Chester), and 

Bob Young (ruling elder, Blue Ash) 

In addition, meeting attendees participated 

in their choice of WORKSHOPS. Topics 

were far ranging: race relations, caring for 

church property, Christian education, serv-

ing as clerk of the session, the Confession of 

Belhar, ministry of deacons, everything you 

wanted to know about a presbytery, local 

mission opportunities, mental health, mod-

erating a meeting, elder/deacon training,  

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 

APRIL 

2-7 Disaster Relief Mission Trip, Gat-

linburg  

11 Welcoming Questions about Welcoming 

Strangers   

Peter Steinke Events 

28 Teaching Fish to Walk 

29 Church Conflict: Don’t Waste Your  

Suffering 

Details in issues of The Cincinnati Sampler 

and on the presbytery website 

www.cpresby.org  

http://www.cpresby.org
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March Events 

                            Choir Rehearsal March 8, 15, 22 & 29 

April Events 

  Clean-up day            1st 

  Session Meeting 6:45                              4th 

                             Make Palm Crosses 10:00am                 8th 

                             Lenten Study 6:00pm                         9th 

                             Mundy Thursday          13th 

                             Easter Sunday                                        16th   

                            Choir Rehearsal April 5, 12, 19 & 26 


