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From The Pastor’s Desk

Party on, Y’all!

It's just another day you
know; one of many we have
and will experience during
the course of our lives, but
we begin the New Year dur-
ing the grimmest time.
Folks in the southern hemi-
sphere have it all over us
when it comes to the New
Year, they can run around
like we do in July and in Au-
gust when everything is
about t-shirts and shorts
and sandals.

Not us, not here, not now.

Whose idea was it to begin
the year during this frozen
time? It had to be Christians
because everybody else has

a different New Year. Jews
and Chinese have their own
calendars as did the tribes of
Central America before the
Spanish conquest disabused
them of their calendar and
substituted ours. Various
tribes of Plains Indians
identified the time of year
according to the moon, or
when the snow fell, or when
the grass was at its highest.

And while we're at it, who's
idea was it to have Christ-
mas during the winter sol-
stice? Why do we have to
sing “In the Bleak Midwin-
ter” instead of “In the Fe-
cund Midsummer™? Was a
Yule log and mistletoe all
that important to the early
missionaries wandering
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around in northern Europe? Or was
it just simpler to say to the Saxons
and Franks, “What a coincidence!
The birth of the Savior Jesus Christ
is on the same day as your Winter
Solstice celebration. Now you can
convert and you can still have your
feast day!”

I believe my idea has merit. 1 know
the folks down south won't like it,
and OK, we'll have to rewrite some
Christmas Carol lyric, but | say it's
worth it.

On the other hand, we're ready for
some celebrating because it is so
bleak. Those tribes in Northern
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Europe had a good idea to offer an al-
ternative to lying around and listening
to the wind howl outside of the mead
hall, especially when you could be on
your feet in that same location party-
ing up your own storm.

All of which is to say that | hope every-
body had a wonderful holiday season,
Christmas and New Year and we've all
hit the ground running for another
faithful and exciting year at Commu-
nity of Faith Presbyterian Church.
And don't forget God’s party. We have
one every Sunday beginning at
11:00am.

Don

We Couldn’t Be More Proud of.....

Scott High School collected 4,339 canned goods during Halloween Trick or Treat for
Canned Goods 2009. As president of the National Honor Society, Scott High School
Chapter, Alicia Beach led this project. They delivered the canned goods to two
local food pantries. This was a record number of canned goods! Well done Alicia
and fellow students of Scott High School.

Follow Dr’s Orders When It Comes To Aspirin

It is that time of year again, dipping tem-
peratures, shoveling snow and
e-mail advising us to keep aspirin next to
our beds in case of a heart attack.

While most heart attacks do happen in
the morning, according to a Harvard
study, it is not the wee small hours in the
middle of the night, but around the break-
fast hour, when we get up and begin our
day, that is most fraught with peril.

While we are being a bit dramatic, remember
that your heart attack may not look or feel
like those you see on TV. It could simply feel
like indigestion, nausea, or pain on your
chin.

Aspirin has been proven to be an effective
rudimentary heart attack counter both as a
preventative and as an intervention. How-
ever, aspirin is a drug that can mix badly
with other medications; prescription, over-

Continued on page 10
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In Our Hearts and Prayers o

Henry Wallace, KC Clarke, The Kreicker Family, Pete
Beckett, Linda Bowen and Phyllis Houp. Please
remember our nursing home residents and shut ins:
Ruth Comisar, and Evelyn Wallace.

January Birthdays

Keri Brown 1st Becky Lindsay 14th
Steven Van Alstinelst ‘ Gary Willis 17th
Irma Bales 2nd Pam Miller 22nd
Sharon Carlin 3rd Kelly Montana 24th
Lauren Bales 5th Christopher Hamilton 27th
Sharon Heck 11th Carol Schomaker 27th
Carter Nowak 11th Marguerite Spears 27th
Jacob Bennett 12th Mark Janeway 30th
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We are preparing the 2010 Directory.

: . o
Please inform the office staff of any address, phone °
number, or e-mail address changes or corrections. °

Call Patricia 859 331-3238 or °
©
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e-mail communityoffaith@fuse.net
DO 0000000000000 000000000000 0 0 0 0

From Our Treasurer

GENERAL MISSION
2009 Nov. Y.T.D. Nov. Y.T.D. Deacons
Beg. Balance 12,596 25,969 1,702 211 —
Income 10,354 96,020 394 5,830 1,264
Expenses 7,090 106,129 270 4,679 800
End Balance 15,860 15,860 1,826 1,362* 464

* To be divided equally between the Presbytery Shared Mission, CLASP and Nica-
ragua by the end of the year with the Nicaragua monies to be taken with the mis-

\ sion team in March. /
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Mission At Work

Happy New Year, everyone! We have seen a
year just past where many agencies that
serve the needy sent out pleas for more and
more help. Jesus reminds us that the poor
will be with us always. He also reminds us
we are to help where and when we can.

We offer our thanks to all of you who took
part in the special offerings through out this
past year. Many people’s lives are touched by
the generosity of people like you in our local
congregations. We become the hands and the
feet of Jesus Christ as we respond to his call
to “feed my sheep.” In December we touched
lives in Ludlow through the giving tree, in
Buckhorn Children’s Center, and Be-con
helping to feed the hungry.

With the economy as depressed as it is, peo-
ple have less to share, but the need grows. It
is my hope and prayer that this year will see
an improvement in the lives of many people
around the world.

The Session in December corrected a situa-
tion in the benevolence giving of the Congre-
gation. The money contributed was not being
dispersed, because Session had not desig-
nated the places it was to go. It was decided
to give 1/3 to CLASP, 1/3 to Presbytery

Film Capsules

Invictus

Rated PG-13. Romans 12:18-21

Clint Eastwood continues, even in his 80th year,
his string of excellent films, this time venturing
far beyond the borders of the USA. He recap-
tures the euphoria of the days in South Africa
during the early 1990s when Nelson Mandela
was released from prison and then, a few years
later was elected head of the government that
had imprisoned him for 27 years. As we see in
his efforts to unify his deeply divided nation,
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by: Jack Kleier

Shared Mission which include Synod and
General Assembly and 1/3 to our ministry in
Nicaragua. We continue to reach out, as a
small congregation to help God's people
wherever there is need. This is what Mis-
sion is all about.

As we prepare for the New Year of 2010, we
will-have  more opportunities of service to
answer, God's call. The Lenten Season be-
gins the middle of February and of course
that means One Great Hour of sharing.

The Children in the CLASP program were
challenged to put a penny per meal in boxes
with their| names on them, with the money
to'be used for the purchase of food for the
food pantry run by the Baptist Church in
Ludlow. They raised a little more than
$300. It gave them a better understanding
of‘how to help those in need.

The Mission,Umbrella will continue in 2010
to offer opportunities for you to share in
Christ _ministry in our communities. We
would like to invite anyone interested in
serving with this group to let us know. Our
next meeting will be Jan. 17, 2010 at the
Church at 7 P.M. Come and join us.

by: Ed McNulty

Mandela was God’s man for the times, appeal-
ing to his close followers to let go of their
grudges against the whites who had so brutally
treated them during the dark days of apart-
heid, and to the whites, assuring them that
they had nothing to fear from the new govern-
ment now in the hands of the blacks whom they
had once oppressed. Morgan Freeman is inspir-
ing as the man who lived forgiveness and rec-
onciliation, and Matt Damon is convincing as
the captain of the rugby team that Mandela
sees as the key to bringing whites and blacks



Chronicles

together during their uphill struggle for
the World Cup. The old sports genre is
brought to new heights by this talented
director and cast, giving us a film that
shows what great leadership can accom-
plish.

A Serious Man

Rated R. Job 2:1; Psalm 10:1.b

Although the Coen brothers can always be
counted on to give us each year a film with
provocative ideas (remember Raising Ari-
zona, Barton Fink; The Big Lebowski; O
Brother, Where Art Thou, or Fargo?), they
have outdone themselves with.-this dark
comedy, which in its profoundness can only
be compared to Woody Allen’s masterpiece
that explores similar theological territory,
Crimes and Misdemeanors. Like a_maodern
day Job, Professor Larry ‘Gopnik®is beset
on all sides by troubles—at work he might
not attain tenure because a failing student
who had tried to bribe him is sending
anonymous messages denouncing him; his
wife has told him she wants a divorce so
she can marry a mutual friend; his daugh-
ter wants a nose job so she will not look so
ethnic; a bill collector is hounding him
about a purchase he never made; his son is
in trouble and might not be able to read
the Torah passage at his Bar Mitzvah; his
doctor has what could be bad news for him,
and—well, you get the picture. And none of
the three rabbis to whom he pleads for help
is the least bit of comfort for him: indeed
they appear to about as helpful as the
three so-called friends of Job. The film
ends with lots of questions, leaving the au-
dience very much up in the air (you will see
what | mean by this when you watch the
very last scene) wrestling with the same
guestions that beset Larry—and Job.
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Brothers

Rated R. Ezekiel 37:1-3; Psalm 10:1
A powerful story coming out of the Afghan
War, this is another tense film helmed by
Jim Sheridan about a Good Brother and a
Bad Brother that refuses to accept such
labels. Just as Tommy (Jake Gyllenhaal)
gets out of prison, his brother Capt. Sam
Cahill (Tobey Maguire) is about to be de-
ployed to Afghanistan for the fourth time.
The film shifts back and forth between the
horrendous ordeal of Sam when he is cap-
tured by Taliban insurgents and Tommy
and Sam’s wife Grace. Tommy, striving to
clean up his life, helps Grace cope and en-
joys' being uncle to Sam and Grace's two
daughters. When the Army informs Grace
that her husband has died in combat,
Tommy stands by but carefully not impos-
ing himself. His relationship with is disap-
proving ex-soldier father begins to im-
prove. Then they receive word that Sam is
alive. Sam’s body survives his captivity,
but his guilt over a decision that no human
being should be forced to make cripples
him emotionally, and his gratitude toward
his brother for helping his wife and chil-
dren while he was away turns into suspi-
cion and hostility, threatening to explode
in violence. The question posed by God to
the ancient prophet in the Valley of Dry
Bones is very much like the one that con-
cludes this parable of loyalty, grief, and
clinging to hope.

The Young Victoria

Rated PG. Romans 12:2 (J.B. Phillips)

You do not have to be an Anglophile to en-
joy this lavish production starring Emily
Blunt as the young heir to the British
throne whose stepfather and mother tried
to bend to their will. Like most Americans,
I had no idea of the harsh attempts and
schemes to force the teenaged princess to
sign a paper giving her ambitious stepfa-
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Film Capsules, continued

ther and her mother the power of regents,
thus enabling them to rule on her behalf.
Such was her mother’s attempt to dominate
her that she kept her from seeing her uncle
the King, except on a few state occasions,
and she would not even let her daughter go
up or down the stairs without holding the
hand of an adult. (Talk about “smothering
love”!) An exhilarating and dramatic mo-
ment in the film is the scene in which Victo-
ria is informed that she is now Queen,
whereupon she refuses her mother's order
to take her hand as she ascends the stairs.
We see not only a strong-willed young
woman, but also one who, when her ro-
mance with the socially progressive Prince
Albert flourishes, takes a deep interest in
the welfare of her people. If you love the
Masterpiece Theater productions, you will
love this film.

Did You Hear About the Morgans?
Rated PG. Colossians 3:13

This is much more of an adult comedy than
most inane releases this year—you know,
the ones that have to resort to human anat-
omy and gaseous emissions to elicit laughs.
Although it is a familiar fish out of water
tale, Hugh Grant and Sarah Jessica Parker
play well together (and off each) other to
make us laugh at the predicament of two
New Yorkers who had almost decided to
head for the divorce court, now forced to live
in close quarters in a tiny Wyoming town
because they had witnessed a gangland
murder, and the Feds had placed them in
the witness protection plan for their safety.
Sam Elliott and Mary Steenburgen contrib-
ute greatly to the enjoyment as the small
town US Marshall and wife who provide the
warring pair room and board and, more im-
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BY: Ed McNulty

portantly, advice and a good example of
what a marriage can be. Despite the
stereotypes of small town and big city char-
acters, this is an enjoyable parable about
forgiveness and reconciliation.

Men Who Stare at Goats

Rated R.

Almost as wacky as Joseph Heller's anti-
militarism Catch 22, this film starring
George Clooney, Ewan McGregor, and Jeff
Bridges is a fictional version of the US
Army’s experimentation with paranormal
phenomena to come up with non-violent
war tactics during the decades following
the Vietnam War. Sort of a Zorba the
Greek meets St. Francis and Gandhi by
way of Catch 22, the film will leave you
laughing at some of the New Age antics of
Bridges and Clooney, but also wondering,
and maybe even, as it did this reviewer,
thinking of Gandhi’s proposal for an army
of non-violent warriors that he hoped India
would adopt when it became independent.
What if...?

T. Fantastic Mr. Fox

Rated PG. Proverbs 17:20

George Clooney and Meryl Streep lend
their voices to Wes Anderson’s first ani-
mated film, an adaptation of Roald Dahl’s
novel. Mr. Fox is much more of a rogue in
the film than he was in the book, stealing
chickens, turkeys, and cider from the three
near-by farmers with no qualms of con-
science, and desiring more spacious living
quarters than his cramped underground
lair provides. How he protects his wife,
children and other denizens of the under-
ground when the three farmers mount an
intensive campaign with machines to exca-
vate the hill and exterminate its creatures
makes for exciting viewing.
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Poinsettias Donated By............
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Derek Beach. Family in memory of Marvin Beach and
in"honor of Parents and Grandparents

' Dawn and Dan Farwick in memory of Sue Ramsey

Jo and Gary Willis in memory of their fathers, Gary’s
mother and Johanna’s uncle Gerrit Vos

~ K.C. Clarke in memory of Robert Clarke

Jim and Erika Berry in memory of their parents

~ Carol Alverson and Bart Groeneveld in memory of

Bart’s Mom Else and Carol’'s Dad Sheldon

Ruby Voll in memory of Robert Voll

Irma Bales in memory of Don Bales

Dolores Gaddis in memory of Deon Gaddis

Art Brophy in memory of Juanita Brophy and in honor of
Marion Acree

Harry Eagan in memory of Ruth and Frank Eagan

Donna and KIiff Kreicker in honor of their families

Howard Story in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Story
and Sue Story

Faye Massey in memory of Irma Tippet, Angie Fugate, Jim
Janeway, and Rodney Massey

Jennings Family in memory of Richard Jennings, Ed and Ruth
Jennings and Harold and Violet Krimpelman and
Peggey and Eddie Colegate

Bud and Marge McDermott in memory of Joe Johnson Glenn
Collins and Tricia Schweitzer

Al and Lynda Jaeger in memory of their parents

Pearl Sandmann, Sandy, Anthony and Alicia Beach in memory
of Palmer Sandmann, Roy and Nell Sandmann
and David Beach

Bill and Kittie Dupps in memory of Harry, Gene and Ralph
May and Tom Dupps

Miguel Carlin in memory of Katherine and Charles Sparks

Don and Patti Smith in honor of Don andKathleen Smith, =
Sr. and in memorv of Harrv and Marqaret Coene

_..a-'
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Community of Faith Session Minutes

NOTE: In the interest of making Ses-
sion minutes easier to read through
and the interest of conserving paper,
the following highlights are given. If
you would like to read the complete
minutes, please contact the Clerk of
Session.

A quorum was present. The regular
meeting of the Session of Community
of Faith Presbyterian Church was
called to order on November 12,
2009. The Rev. Donald H. Smith, Jr.
Rev. Smith opened the meeting with
prayer

CLERK OF SESSION REPORT:
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
was celebrated on Sunday, November
1, 2009, at the morning worship ser-
vice. The Rev. Donald H. Smith, Jr.
and Dr. Ed McNulty presided. The
congregation was saddened by the
death of Robert Clarke on Saturday,
November 7, 2009, at the Cincinnati
Hospice in Blue Ash.

Over the past month, this clerk has
verified that the address for the former
Ludlow Presbyterian Church listed on
the BNY web site matches the one reg-
istered at the Ludlow Post Office and
has rejoiced at the receipt of replace-
ment checks for previously undeliver-
able dividends from stocks held by the
Ludlow Church. She has reported to
the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of

Cincinnati that COF, thankfully, had
no deaths of elders to report for the
presbytery’'s annual memorial service.

CORRESPONDENCE: End of Year
forms and instructions were received
from the Stated Clerk of Cincinnati
Presbytery.

PASTOR’S REPORT: Elders
Marilyn Gordon and Gary Willis volun-
teered to accompany Rev. Smith on
home communion visits. ACTION:
The date of November 19 and time of
7:00 P.M. were approved for Robert
Clarke’s memorial service. ACTION:
A contribution of $100 was approved
for the Young Adult VVolunteer program
in Cincinnati Presbytery. The contri-
bution will be matched by the Urban
Pastors’ Network. Young Adult Volun-
teers serve the church locally and
around the world while they seek God's
call for their lives. ACTION: A second
motion to take up a special offering for
the YAV program also prevailed. In-
formation about the program could be
included in the bulletin.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treas-
urer Gary Willis reviewed his written
report and answered questions. AC-
TION: By consensus, the Session de-
cided that we would not purchase a
toner and service agreement for the old
copier.
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Community of Faith Session Minutes, continued

C.L.A.S.P.: Elder Bill Lindsay re-
ported that the board is currently fo-
cusing on repairs to the heating sys-
tem. Lakeside Presbyterian has con-
tributed $2,000 from their foundation
money for supplies and parts. A Lake-
side member, who is a retired me-
chanic having worked for Doc Rusk,
has offered to help with the heating
problems. The Spaghetti Dinner net-
ted $700 - $800.

UMBRELLA REPORTS:
ADMINISTRATION: Elder Marilyn
Gordon reported that the Personnel
Task Force had met with the pastor
and staff members and that these
three people were adamant that, be-
cause of the economic situation, they
did not want increases in salary. The
Nominating Committee is organizing
to seek officers to serve in the coming
year. Elder Gordon will chair the com-
mittee. Elder Jean Jennings will rep-
resent the Session, and Emilee Walden
will serve for the Deacons. The four
members from the congregation at
large, who were elected at the annual
meeting in January 2009, are: Dawn
Farwick, Gary Willis, Kathy Bergman,
and Matt Hastings.

Elder Jack Kleier described mainte-
nance work that has been carried out
at the Ludlow campus, namely a room
painted and new carpet installed.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE: Elder
Joanna Bailey represented the Congre-
gational Care Umbrella. She gave the
following dates and times for events
scheduled for the remainder of the
year:

November 15 at 12:15 P.M. -
Stewardship Meal and Campaign Kick-
off

November 29 at 11:00 A.M. -
Hanging of the Greens

December 1 Evening -
Women's Christmas Party

December 20 Afternoon -
Choir program and Christmas Tea

December 24 8:00 P.M. -

Christmas Eve Service

Elder Bailey reported a problem with
the Calvary Chin congregation moving
the piano in the sanctuary and not re-
turning it to the position where she
uses it.

MISSION: Elder Jack Kleier repre-
sented the Mission Umbrella. He re-
ported that the Stewardship program
has been set in motion. Fair Trade
products, including coffee and hot
chocolate will be available for purchase
at the “kiosk” in the narthex. The Mis-
sion Umbrella recommends purchase of
the products as Christmas gifts.
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Community of Faith Session Minutes, continued

ACTION: The Mission Umbrella
moved to give away to people who need
them two walkers and a pair of
crutches that have been left at the
church. The motion was amended to
include any medical equipment that is
currently being stored at the church.
The motion as amended prevailed.
Freda and Miguel Carlin will distrib-
ute the equipment.

Budget for 2010: Elder Bill Lindsay
indicated that there will be an increase
of approximately 2% in the 2010
budget. ACTION: Considering that
COF's bank balance and stock values
are above what they were at this time
last year, Elder Lindsay recommended
that we give our pastor, Rev. Don
Smith, and our administrative assis-
tant, Patricia Kleier, a 2% increase in
salary for 2010. Music director,
Joanna Bailey, indicated that the
increase in pay that she received when
she assumed the duties of our former
pianist/organist Daesik Cha was suffi-
cient. The motion carried.

ACTION: In light of the fact that the
Deacons’ Fund is building up and not
being used, a motion prevailed to re-
guest that the Deacons increase their
contributions to those who need help.
The clerk will communicate to the
Chair of the Deacons, Al Jaeger, that
the Session encourages them to put the
money to use and suggests that they

increase their contribution to

C.L.AS.P.
ACTION: A motion that the Session

accept the proposed budget was
adopted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Elder

Bill Lindsay, Presbytery commissioner,
gave a brief accounting of the Presby-
tery meeting held on November 10. At
the congregation’s request, the Presby-
tery voted to close Seventh Presbyte-
rian Church. The Presbytery cele-
brated the retirement of George Huf-
ford, who has served the presbytery for
22 years as the presbytery's Coordina-
tor of Hunger, Housing and Health
Concerns.

Roll Review Committee: ACTION:
A motion to establish a committee to
conduct the annual roll review was
adopted. Those serving on the commit-
tee will be: Becky Lindsay, Clerk of
Session; Elder Eileen Hastings; Elder
Inky Hall; and Gary Willis, Treasurer.

NEW BUSINESS:

ACTION: A motion to answer a re-
guest from Presbytery to host the May
11, 2010, meeting was approved. The
Presbytery will reimburse the church
up to $1,000 for expenses.

Rev. Smith has been contacted by Rose
Lindemann with the Parish Health
Ministry concerning a ministry we
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Community of Faith Session Minutes, continued

could do for our shut-ins. Volun-
teers would receive training before
visiting with these members. AC-
TION: A motion prevailed that we
offer the opportunity to the congre-
gation and put up a sign-up sheet in
the narthex.

ACTION: A request to host the
meeting of the Offender Release
group was approved.

Piano Maintenance: Elder Jo-
anna Bailey expressed concern that
the piano in the fellowship hall is at
risk for deterioration caused by the
dampness in the lower level and by
disuse. ACTION: Approval for hav-
ing the piano appraised was granted
to Elder Bailey.

Rev. Smith reported that he had

Aspirin

the-counter, vitamins and even herbal
supplements. The dose of aspirin and
the frequency that it is taken do mat-
ter. Rely on your health professional to
provide you with the directions that

will give you the most benefit with the
fewest side effects.

One e-mail currently circulating says
to take 2 aspirin, phone a neighbor or
friend, unlock your front door and not
to lie down. Sit down or lie down, it
doesn’'t matter. If you suspect you are
having a heart attack, call 911. Arriv-

been contacted by Clear Wave Com-
munications, a company that would
like to put an antenna where the
flagpole is. Rev. Smith is waiting to
hear more about this possibility.

CLOSING: Joys and Concerns:
Prayers of thanksgiving and inter-
cession were offered .

Rev. Smith closed the meeting with
prayer.

The next meeting of the Session of
Community of Faith Presbyterian
Church will be held on Thursday,
December 10, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at
the church.

Rebecca S. Lindsay

Clerk of Session

continued from page 2

ing at the hospital in an ambulance (in
a true emergency) results in faster
treatment in the emergency room.
Many paramedics have electrocardio-
graph equipment, and can begin a
diagnosis en route. Heart specialists
can be waiting for you when you arrive.

Call your health professional, talk
about aspirin and how to avoid a heart
attack in the first place, then follow
your Doctor’s orders!

Sources: steliza-

beth.com

FDA, snhopes.com,



Community of Faith
Presbyterian Church
1400 Highland Pike
Covington, KY 41011

Upcoming Events

Happy New Year! (office closed)
Congregational Meeting (Sunday)
Wednesday Bible Study 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study 11:00am
Trustees 6:30
Session 7:00pm
Officer Training and
Semi Annual Planning Meeting (Sat.)
Mission Umbrella Meeting 7:00pm (Parlor)
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Office closed)
Wednesday Bible Study 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study 11:00am
Ordination and Installation of Officers and
Annual Meeting of the Congregation

Phone: 859 331-3238
E-mail: cfpastor@fuse.net

General E-mail: communityoffaith@fuse.net

COFNKY.ORG

January 1
January 3
January 6
January 13
January 14
January 14

January 16
January 17
January 18
January 20
January 27

January 31




